
 

 

 

 

 

PARISH OF ST TERESA OF AVILA                                                                  

In the PASTORAL COMMUNITY OF UPPER FALLS                   

PARISH PRIEST  Fr Gabriel Lyons 90612855 (1)                                                           

e-mail: g.lyons@downandconnor.org 

Office: Margaret McClenaghan 90612855 (2)                                                      
Office e-mail stteresas@downandconnor.org                                                    

Web Page: www.stteresasparish.church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 08TH December 2019     SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT     CYCLE C                                                                               

 

 

A PENITENTIAL SERVICE will be held in St Teresa’s Church on Monday 16th December at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS    Weekly Collection £ 1303.81             Monthly Stipend  £1222.87                                                                                    

Thank you for your generous financial support to all our collections  

 

 

 

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS  This year you are invited to donate a Poinsettia for Christmas in memory of a loved one. Please 

leave the poinsettia in the church during the week beginning 18th December, along with a card with the name of your loved one on 

it.  A Mass will be offered during Christmas time for all those whose names are received. 

 

REST IN PEACE   
Recently Deceased  Rose Kelly, Maureen Kane and Baby Grace Mc Connell.                                                                                                                                                                              

Months Mind  Billy Donnelly 

Anniversaries  Laurence Mc Kenna,  Colin Mac Allister, Eddie Magee, James Bradley, Mary Murray, Tommy Goodman,                      

Josephine Drumm, Gerry Rea, Alice Mc Gurn, Liam Morris, Jim Murray  (Birthday Memory) 

 

 

A wish from the Holy Father: I encourage the beautiful family tradition of preparing the nativity scene in the days 
before Christmas, in the workplace, in schools, hospitals, prisons and town squares. Great imagination and creativity is 
always shown in employing the most diverse materials to create small masterpieces of Christmas, but also the custom 

of setting it up in the beauty. As children, we learn from our parents and grandparents to carry on this joyful tradition, 
which encapsulates a wealth of popular piety.                                                                                                                                

 
It is my hope that this custom will never be lost and that, wherever it has fallen into disuse, it can be rediscovered and 

revived. The origin of the Christmas crèche is found above all in certain details of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, as related 
in the Gospels. The evangelist Luke says simply that Mary “gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn”. Because Jesus was laid in 

a manger, the nativity scene is known in Italian as a presepe, from the Latin word praesepium, meaning “manger”. 
  

 

 

Sunday Masses    Holy Spirit   5.00pm Vigil         St. Matthias’  10.00am         St Teresa of Avila   12.00pm 

Weekday Masses             St Teresa of Avila     Tue – Sat 10.00am                                                                                            

Confession - Or on request 

Holy Spirit     Saturday 4.30pm before Mass        St Teresa of Avila  First Thursday after 10am Mass  &  on request.                                                                                                                

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no 10am Weekday Mass in St Matthias’s Church until further notice.                                           

(See above for Mass times)                                                                                           

 

CANDLES WILL BURN THIS WEEK   James Bradley (R.I.P.)  Stella Gorman (R.I.P) Eddie Magee (R.I.P.) 

 

CAROL SERVICE In St Teresa’s Church on Thursday 19th December at 7.00pm. Followed by the end of year Parish Draw in 

the Parish Centre at 8.00pm.  Refreshments will be served..   ALL WELCOME                                                                                                                                                                                 

Would all promoters of the Parish Draw please have their envelopes in before the 18th December 

 

‘We have Abraham for our father’ is another way of saying that our traditions will save us. Jesus came among us to do 
something new, to tell of the Father’s love for all creation and for all peoples. Those who heard and saw what Jesus 
was doing didn’t like him or hs message, they wanted things to stay the way they are. It’s a sign that both John the 
Baptist and Jesus disturbed people and as we well know people don’t want to be disturbed. We think to ourselves: this 
is the way things have always been done. Christians are to bring about change in the world, in fact we are called to 
transform the world. Advent is meant to bring change into the lives of those who follow after Jesus. We pray for more 
light, more grace to see where and how change is needed in our lives.   
 

mailto:stteresas@downandconnor.org


 

 

Anam Cara Belfast, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding it's monthly Parent Evening for bereaved parents on 

Wednesday 11th December at 7:20pm in the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Belfast, BT8 7XP. This event is free and open to all bereaved 
parents regardless of the age your child died, the circumstances of their death, or whether their death was recent or not. 

 

 
 
Dates to remember   19th December 2019, 7pm St Teresa’s, Parish Carol S ervice.                                                                                         

25 December 2019 Christmas (HDO).  Vigil Masses: Holy Spirit 6pm (children’s Mass),  St Teresa’s 9.00pm.                                                              

Christmas Day, St Matthias 10am, St Teresa’s 12noon.   26 December 10am St Teresa’s St Stephen’s Day. 1 January 2020 10am                    

St Matthias’ Mary Mother of God (world day of peace). 6 January 2020, Epiphany of the Lord  (HDO) Mass 10am St Teresa’s.  

 

 

 

 

PARISH DRAW NOVEMBER 2019                                                                                                                                                                                 

1st £500 Ramoan Drive     2nd £200 Glen Road      3rd £100 Gransha Grove     4th £100 Culmore Gdns     5th £100  Denewood Pk                                                 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 

 

 

 Saint Vincent de Paul/St Teresa’s Youth Centre “Together for Change”                                                                                          
St Teresa of Avila Parish Christmas Appeal 2019  The Giving Tree/Hamper Distribution is an annual initiative in partnership with St 

Teresa’s Youth Centre and the Saint Vincent de Paul Society.                                                                                                           
Giving Tree: There will be labels on the tree with a child or young person’s age and gender on it. To donate, please take one of the 

labels, buy a Christmas Present suitable for the child’s age and gender. Gift wrap it, reattach the label to it and leave it back under the 
tree. We will then ensure that it reaches the appropriate child or young person. This initiative caters for children between 0 and 17.    

The closing date for donations is Wednesday 18th December. Thank you for your continuing generosity.                                                                                                                                     

Hampers/Regina Coeli: Donations for this appeal can be left in the Youth Centre. Food items for the hampers and gifts suitable for 
the women who reside in the Regina Coeli would be much appreciated. The young people in the youth centre put together marvellous 

hampers which are distributed with the toys from the Giving Tree to families in the parish who find the festive season financially 
challenging. The contact number for St. Teresa’s Youth Centre is 02890610850. Thank you for your continuing generosity without 

which we could not support those in the parish experiencing many difficult issues. The local members of St. Vincent de Paul and Youth 
Centre members and staff wish you a Happy and Holy Christmas.  

 
 

 

ST GALL’S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR – SUNDAY 8TH DECEMBER 2019 1.PM – 4PM. CHRISTMAS BALLOT – TOMBOLA STAND – 

TEA – COFFEE!!!  ALL WELCOME 

"The West Belfast Historical Society is meeting on Friday the 13th of December at 7.30pm in St. Michael's Parish Centre on Finaghy 

Road North (Access via Church Gateway on Finaghy Road North, just before the garage opposite the Church at junction with 

Andersonstown Road). The December talk is entitled "THE BANK BUILDINGS, BEHIND THE FACADE"The guest speaker will be "MR 

RICHARD GRAHAM" All are Welcome to Attend and Refreshments will be provided 

 

The annual Christmas Carol Service organised by  St. Dominic’s  Past pupils’ Union  will take place at  7.30pm  on MONDAY 

16th  DECEMBER in St. Dominic’s Grammar School. Donations to St. Vincent de Paul. 

St. Teresa’s Nursery School,  24 Bearnagh Glen, Belfast BT11 8HR, Principal: Mrs Clare Evans 

OPEN DAY on Monday 6th January 2020 from 10.00AM – 12NOON for children due to start nursery in September 2020 

Please check out our new website: http://www.stteresasnursery.com  For more details contact (028) 9061 6944 

 PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
St Teresa of Avila Parish is requesting new members to the Parish Pastoral Council. 

If you are interested in becoming a member, or wish to nominate an individual to the Council, please fill in the slip below and leave in 
the Parish Office or give to a member of the Parish Pastoral Council. 

NAME.................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 

ADDRESS.............................................................................................................................................................................. 
 
TELEHONE NO:...................................................................................................................................................................... 

 
E-MAIL................................................................................................................................................................................. 

Closing date for nominations is 08th December. 

 

BEECH HALL DAY CENTRE Christmas Fayre Day Thursday 12th December 10.00am-1.00pm. 

 

VACANCY – 1 YEAR FIXED TERM CONTRACT - PARISH SECRETARY [Part-time] St Malachy’s Parish, 24 Alfred Street, Belfast,  
The post holder will be an experienced individual who is exceptionally well organised in order to meet the varied demands within this 

Parish Secretary role.                                                                                                                                                                                          

 
Full details relating to the vacancy can be found on the Diocesan website at: http://www.downandconnor.org clicking on the tab: job 
vacancies and on the Community NI website, where terms and conditions relating to the role can also be accessed by way of a Role 

Profile and Employment Application form 
 

 

 


