
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 17th May 2020 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Please consider printing this bulletin and giving a copy to those 

who don’t have internet access. 

 

Daily Mass: Mass is offered each day for your intentions, especially for 

parishioners who are sick and those who feel isolated. We remember 

those who care for others, especially health care workers. 

 

Daily Mass on RTÉ: RTÉ is broadcasting daily Mass from the Cathedral 

of Saint Eunan and Saint Columba, Letterkenny, Co Donegal, in the 

Diocese of Raphoe. The Mass is live at 10.30am each morning on RTÉ 

News Now. 

 

Month of May: Pope Francis has asked that, during the Month of May, 

the Rosary should be recited in the Church across the World in the context 

of the coronavirus and its effects.  



  

 2 

Lough Derg Online Retreats, May 2020 
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Prayer for spiritual communion Those who cannot receive communion 

can make spiritual communion: My Jesus, I believe that You are present 

in the Most Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I desire 

to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if 

you were already there, and I unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 

to be separated from You. Amen 

 

A prayer for our earth: All-powerful God, you are present in the whole 

universe and in the smallest of your creatures. You embrace with your 

tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your love, that 

we may protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that we may live as 

brothers and sisters, harming no one. O God of the poor, help us to rescue 

the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. Bring 

healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that 

we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts of 

those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and 

contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with every 

creature as we journey towards your infinite light. We thank you for being 

with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love 

and peace.  Amen. 
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Rest In Peace 

 

 

Recently Deceased: 

 

 

Rosaleen Boyle 

 

Anniversaries: Arthur McKenzie 

 

 

Funerals: If you have to arrange a funeral, please contact your Funeral 

Undertaker and arrangements for interments will be made. 
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Choir recording of Be Thou My Vision: The words of the hymn ‘Be Thou 

My Vision’ can be traced back to fifth to ninth century Christian Ireland to 

a tradition of a prayer for protection known as ‘lorica’ (Latin for armour or 

breastplate.) The references in the prayer to armour and sword are 

thought to be inspired by some of the imagery in St Paul’s Letter to the 

Ephesians 6:16-17 such as ‘shield of faith’, ‘helmet of salvation’ and ‘the 

sword of the Spirit’.  Praying for protection and blessing is particularly apt 

during these times. This is an exciting collaborative video project designed 

to bless our community and encourage people to lift their vision to the 

Lord. In the words of the hymn we want to draw people into a greater 

awareness of ‘thy presence, my light’ in these dark and challenging times.” 

Practical details:  

If interested, please sign up at www.theirishblessing.com; once signed up 

you will be notified this Saturday 16 May 2020 to download our Recording 

Guide resources from www.theirishblessing.com. All the information you 

will need to record your contribution will be made available there.  Once 

recordings are completed, please return to the website to submit these 

where they will be considered for inclusion in an all-island version of the 

hymn. The deadline for recorded submissions is 12 noon on Friday 

22 May 2020. This final collaborative video will be directed and edited by 

a renowned team including Greg Fromholz, Stu Reid and Jonny Rea. It 

will be released on Youtube on Pentecost Sunday, 31 May 2020 at 

11am.  

http://www.theirishblessing.com/
http://www.theirishblessing.com/
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For your information From the Victims Commissioner: As the 

Commissioner for Victims and Survivors, I am looking at how we can 

better support the many thousands of people who have been impacted by 

40 years of the conflict in Northern Ireland. This could be you or someone 

you know.  1 in 3 people in Northern Ireland have suffered harm as a direct 

result of the Troubles.  The likelihood is, they are a part of your 

organisation and what you do will already impact them. We all have a part 

to play - to build a better future.  I would be very grateful if you could take 

some time to complete this survey and share your thoughts.  

You can complete this survey online at: 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TPE464/ 

Accurate, incisive and informed views and experiences from Groups, 

Individuals, Families and Friends is essential to mapping out how we 

make that future work for everyone. 

This survey will provide vital evidence to help us shape the roadmap to 

the future. I can assure you that what you share will help other 

people. The results of this survey will influence the advice I will give to 

government on what is the best way forward in a new Strategy to deliver 

services and support to victims and survivors today and in the future.   

If you have any questions or would like further information on this 

survey, the Commission’s Research and Policy Officer, Leah 

McDonnell will be happy to help you.  Leah can be contacted by 

emailing leah.mcdonnell@cvsni.org or by telephone on (028) 9031 

1000. 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TPE464/
mailto:leah.mcdonnell@cvsni.org
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Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me you will keep my 

commandments’. 

Jesus didn’t dwell on commandments, he came to show that anyone who 

only kept the law couldn’t fully experience the love that God wants to give 

to all those who turn to him. Jesus gives the Spirit of his love to those who 

seek him, that love brings us to the high destiny which faith promises to 

us. There is always plenty of talk about faith, hope and love, it can be hard 

at times to understand what they really mean. People tell is that we must 

have hope in our lives. Yet we must ask ourselves what is our hope, what 

do we hope for? What do we believe? Do we think that it is only a matter 

of waiting for things, for life to get better, or is about the joy that faith in 

Christ gives to us.  We hope that all of life will be given a purpose and that 

the promises of Jesus though his life, death and Resurrection, will be a 

reality for today and always. We pray for a new prayerful understanding 

in what our faith means for everyday so that we will experience the love 

God gives to us.   
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Coronavirus – a Reflection 

(An article from https://www.sacredspace.ie , a ministry of the Irish Jesuits) 

The Coronavirus has come as a huge shock to us, and within a very short 

time, it has challenged our attitudes and behaviours radically.  Here in 

Sacred Space, during these uncertain times, we want to reassure you of 

our continued prayers for all our worldwide community. 

 

In one sense, life continues as normal – and yet it’s not normal at 

all.  Should I take the bus? Can I go safely go out for a walk? Should I visit 

my neighbour or my friend? That cough I notice, could it be the virus? 

What of the children’s education? What if I lose my job? Are we going to 

have a recession? How long will this last? Will we ever get back to real 

normality again? 

Sometimes, the anxiety surrounding the publicity is as contagious as the 

virus itself, spreading fear and nervousness among the community. In the 

developed world, in particular, we are in a state of shock. In many ways, 

we have come to believe that we are in control of our lives, that we have 

a cure for every disease, that we can fend off all the dangers that threaten 

our securities. We have built up solid walls to protect us against every 

unwanted guest, but now our walls have been breached, and the 

unwanted guest is here. Our securities no longer seem so secure, 

something in our world is out of our control, and many don’t know where 

to turn. 

We hope and pray, that we will soon find a vaccine for this disease, and 

that it will be made widely available for everyone who needs it, rich or 

poor. But in the meantime, we can reflect on our shock. It’s a reminder to 

us that we are never in total control of our lives, that we can never 

https://www.sacredspace.ie/
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eliminate every misfortune or heal every illness.  Ultimately, our trust has 

to be in something more solid than we can ever find here on earth. 

Ultimately, God alone is our security. ‘God is our refuge and our strength, 

a helper close at hand in times of distress’ (Ps.46:1). Trust Him. 
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Colouring In Picture – The Divine Mercy of Jesus 


