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The Diocesan Directory 2020 can be purchased from the Parish Office  Price £3 
 

REST IN PEACE   
Recently Deceased      Moya Browning, Monica Maguire & Deirdre Mc Ilkenny.                                                                                                                                                                      
Months Mind:  Jean Mc Randle, Brian Mc Karry & Anne Mc Corry. 
Anniversaries  Thomas Reilly, Maureen O’Reilly, John Dorris, Nuala & Maria Mc Connell, Winnie O’Connor, Joe Crilly,                                
John & Molly Nugent, Margaret Kelly, Catherine Molloy & Maureen Booth. 
 

 
 
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS   Weekly Collection  £1 373.65   (54% of envelopes returned)  Thank you  

 
 

John baptised with water, Jesus baptises with the Holy Spirit and with fire. The baptism that we have received is to bring about change. 
We are invited into the life of Christ and through our prayer we get to know him, we learn to be comfortable in his presence and grow 
to love him. Once that invitation is accepted we move to the action of our own lives and allow the Spirit to work within us bringing 
about change, promoting the values of God’s Kingdom in our lives. Baptism is a call giving a vocation to each one of us, the call is to 
join the family of faith, taking care of the gifts we have received and sharing those gifts with others in words and actions. John shows, 
or points to Jesus as the Way. In our turn we should point to Jesus by what we say and do.   
  
 

CANDLES WILL BURN THIS WEEK   Mary Mc Donagh (Birthday Memory)    Thomas Reilly (R.I.P.) 

Catholic Schools: Living in Harmony with God’s Creation Catholic Schools Week 2020 begins on Sunday 26 January 2020, the Third 
Sunday in Ordinary Time and its theme is ‘Catholic Schools: Living in Harmony with God’s Creation’. This is the twelth year of Catholic 

Schools Week and, while we gather each year to celebrate our schools, this year we gather in special way to celebrate the gift of 
God’s creation and how we can be co-creators in making the world a better place. God’s creation means the world around us and               

our relationship with it. Our relationships with those around us, our environment and how we treat ourselves are all part of                             
God’s creation. 

 

Sunday Masses    Holy Spirit   5pm Vigil         St Matthias’  10am         St Teresa of Avila   12pm 
Weekday Masses             St Teresa of Avila     Tue – Sat 10                                                                                            
Confession -Holy Spirit     Saturday 4.30pm before Mass        St Teresa of Avila  First Thursday after 10am Mass  
or on request. 

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE AND HEALING  for those who are suffering the loss of a child through death in the 
womb, at birth or in infancy. The Mass will take place on Thursday 30 January 2020 at 7.00pm in the church of                        
St Teresa of Avila. Refreshments will be served afterwards in the Parish Centre. All Welcome 

We thank you, Immaculate Mother, for reminding us that, because of Jesus Christ’s love, we are no longer slaves to sin, but free, 
free to love, to love one another, to help one another as brothers and sisters, despite our differences —and thank you for the 
differences between us. Thank you, because with your purity, you encourage us not to be ashamed of good, but of evil; you help us 
to keep at a distance the evil one, who deceives us and draws us to himself, into coils of death; you grant us the gentle reminder 
that we are children of God, Father of immense goodness, eternal source of life, beauty and love. Amen.                                                     
Pope’s prayer for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 2019. 
  
 
 

St Michael The Archangel Church, Finaghy Rd North Sunday evening Mass at 6pm. 
 

Please do not leave valuables in your car during Mass, thieves are in this area. No responsibility can be taken for 
damage to cars that are parked on the premises during the week. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Dates to remember Ash Wednesday 26 February 2020, St Patrick’s Day Tuesday 17th March,                                        
Sacrament of Confirmation 2 April 2020 11am, Easter Sunday 12 April 2020, First Holy Communion 25 April 2020 10am  
 
 
 
 
 

Public Lecture – The Global Persecution of Christians  Dr Michael Kinsella from Aid to the Church in Need will address 
the issue of the global persecution of Christians in a public lecture at Queen’s University Catholic Chaplaincy, 28 Elmwood 
Avenue, Belfast on Tuesday 21 January at 7pm.    Everyone is welcome. 

The Diocesan Liturgy Seminar 2020, entitled “Word of God – Gift and Challenge” will be held on Saturday                       
25 January 2020 from 1.30pm-4.30pm in St Brigid’s Parish Centre, 38 Derryvolgie Ave. Registration from 1.00pm. It will 
be presented by  Fr Albert Mc Nally. The Seminar is open to all and the cost is £10 per person.                                                               
To book please contact Malachy Mc Keever  e-mail: liturgy@downandconnor.org 
  
 

4 Corners Festival Belfast  This inter-denominational arts festival aimed at promoting reconciliation runs from 31 January  
9 February 2020.  You are invited to attend as many as possible of nearly 20 events throughout Belfast, including a talk 
by Fr Peter McVerry SJ, a famous champion of the homeless.                                                                                                         

The theme this year is “Building a City of Grace” and the intention is to promote through music, drama and prayer 
discussion about the need we share for the gift of grace in our divided society.                                                                

One of the keynote events sees Church of Ireland bishop, Alan Abernethy, return to St Anthony’s Catholic Church, 
Willowfield, where as a horrified fifteen-year-old he witnessed a sectarian attack that he says changed his life.                                                   
The Festival was co-founded in 2012 by Falls Road priest, Fr Martin Magill and Presbyterian minister,                                          
Rev Steve Stockman. The events are free and further details can be found at the website 4cornersfestival.com 

 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally observed from 18 to 25 January 2020– the octave of St. Peter and 
St. Paul.  This year the theme is: ‘Unusual Kindness’ (Acts 28: 2).  The week will be marked in our Diocese by a Service 
in St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast on Tuesday, 21st January at 7 pm and the speaker on the occasion will be Fr Tony Currer 
who is in charge of relations with Anglicans and Methodists at the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity.    
  
 
 

The Joy of Love In Marriage A Marriage Enrichment Weekend offers married couples (of all ages) private time to 
rekindle the joy of their love.  The next residential Weekend is 31 January - 2 February 2020 in Dromantine Conference 
Centre, Newry.  For information and booking: marriageencounter.ie or call  +44 770 281 2321  
  
 Preparing for Marriage? Catholic Engaged Encounter 
 A two day non-residential course will be held in Castle Community Centre, Ballymoney on 21-22 March 2020.  This 
weekend is a positive way of preparing for Marriage where you will discover how you can enrich your future 
relationship.  Information/Booking: marriageencounter.ie or 028276 38512  
 

Retrouvaille – A Lifeline for Married Couples: Do you want to improve the communication with your spouse? Do 
you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? Are you hurt, frustrated or angry with your spouse? Does talking about it 
only make it worse? The Retrouvaille programme can help marriages at all stages. Next programme starts 7 – 9 
February 2020. For information contact Tony & Anne (01) 495 3536, Mike & Anne (01) 450 0922, text or call 086 413 
5440, or email info@retrouvaille.ie or visit www.retrouvaille.ie. 
 

PARISH DRAW 2020   WILL YOU HELP?                                                                                                                                       
We need 2 promoters to help in the Coolnasilla area and 2 promoters in the  Gransha area.                                                               

If you can help please leave your name and Tel. no. at the parish office and a member of the Parish Draw Committee will 
contact you. 

 
 
 

ACCORD PREPARATION FOR MARRIAGE Next available courses  20th, 22nd Feb 2020 & 5th & 7th March 2020 
contact  ACCORD, Curran House, Twin Spires Centre,  155 Northumberland Street, Belfast, BT13 2JF. Tel: 90339944 
 

Please note that there are employment positions advertised on the Diocesan website: downandconnor.org 

Beginning Experience Are you suffering the pain of loss of a partner? Looking for help and understanding? Beginning 
Experience (a support group for widowed, separated and divorced people) meets every Wednesday evening from 8pm to 
10pm, commencing Wednesday 22nd January 2020, in St Bride’s Hall, Derryvolgie Ave., Malone Rd., Belfast.                                       
All welcome. For details please contact Phil Tel: 028 90 207645 or Marie Tel: 07896119669 

 


